
. --- ,\' 

-_._~_._---_ ..• _-_._---._-. -------------.-....­

THE DAILY TEXAN 
Wednesday, January 30,1991 Page 5 . 

Joey LinlDally Texan Staff 

UT ,scientist Carl Oppenheimer displays two oil, samples he will use to study the massive Persian Gul! spill. 

UT scientist to fight oil spill
 
<yle Lawson 
)aily Texan Slaff 

til 'it is gone, at which point they 
.die. The only thing the microbes 
leave behind is a fatty acid emulsion 
on which normal marine, life loves 
to dine. 

John Zeiner, a representative of I 

Alpha Environmental <::orp: of Aus­
tin, said Saudi Arabian officials con­
tacted the firm friday in regard to 
the massive oil slick along the east­
ern coast of SLludi Ambia, but he 
does not know when or if the com­
pany will go to the gulf. 

"All' we can really do is sit and 
wait for notificLltion," Zeiner said. 

If the Saudi government opts for 
bioremediil tion, Oppen heimer',s 
technology will be lIsed by Alpha 
Environmentill, which will work 
with the TexLls Gencml Lmd Office 
and MTECH Environmentill Ser­
vices Inc., LI Fort Worth-bilsed com­
pany. 

Rick ROLlrk, vicc president of 
MTECH, said his com pLIny helped 
in bioremediation efforts in both the 
Apex barge spill in Calveston Bilv 
last July ilnd lhe rvlegil Borg spillla~t 

June. 
But the Mega Borg spill and the 

spill in Galveston Bay totaled only 
4.6 million gallons of crude. The 
Persian Gulf oil slick is composed of 
460 ,million gallons and is 35 miles 
by 10 miles long, which makes it the 
largest oil spill ever. 

Ron Calhoun, public information 
director for the Texas General Land 
Office, said Garry Mauro, Texas 
land commissioner, has offered the 
Saudi government assistance in the 
form of oil spill experts. 

"We'll do anything we can to 
help," Calhoun said. "But we'd 
probably be most effective in an ad­
visorv role." 

Calhoun added that bioremedia­
tion would most probilbly be used 
to keep' the oil aW<1Y from desalina­
tion lines which provide two-thirds 
of Saudi ArLlbia's 18 million people 
with wLlter. U.s. officials sLlid Mon­
dily that thc spill WilS moving south 
15 miles il dLlv LInd WilS 100 miles 
north of Jub~il, the site of the 
world's li'lrgest desalination plilnt. 


